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We aim for addressing building surveying, architectural design, fire safety,
licensing and environmental protection issues in the forms of various multi-media
to all readers. In this issue, we will introduce the key role and relationship of
licence consultant in the application of food business licence with various

stakeholders, and hightlight new and implementing policies of the government of
HKSAR.
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Winner or Loser ?

Tell you the trick to minimise
illicit risks in shop rent for food
business from the view of
Licence Consultant

Start-up Feature

IN an interview of a popular TVB episode “SCOOP”, a
restaurant operator (“Tenant”) complaint to an owner
(“Owner”) that the shop she rented is a non-compliant
condition after she had applied for a food business licence
from the licensing authority. In view of that the Tenant
refused to pay the rent to the Owner and the Owner
claimed the Tenant for the unpaid rent.

A brief background about the interview:

e The Tenant had requested for a provision of drainage
system.

e The Owner confirmed to construct the provision of
drainage system.

e The Owner appointed a contractor to construct the
drainage system.

o The Tenant appointed the same contractor of the
owner for the fitting-out works.

e The Tenant received a unsuccessful notice in the
process of food business licence application because of
the non-compliance drainage system.

e The Tenant seeked Buildings Department for
assistance and confirmed that the drainage system was
unauthorized building works. Buildings Department
requested the Owner for a reinstatement followed by a
prosecution if failed to do so.

o The Tenant is unable to operate without a valid food
business licence, so refused to pay the rent.

o The Owner attempted for civil proceedings to the
Tenant for unpaid rent.

How to minimize the illicit risks for start-up restaurant
from the view of licence consultant? What are the roles of
major stakeholders? Briefly introduce the roles of major
stakeholders.

Role 1: The Owner/ Tenant (The Applicant)

Owner: The owner is responsible for the shop to let is free
of unauthorized buildings works and complied with
Buildings Ordinance.

Tenant: The tenant 1is responsible for paying
considerations agreed with the owner under a valid
agreement.

SCOOP | TENANT SPENT $200K
TO OPEN A RESTAURANT FOR
CIVIL PROCEEDINGS FROM THE

OWNER?
Scan QR code for watching TVB Interview a
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Role 2: Government Departments

Application of particular licences will forward to
designated protocol including but not limited to
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department,
Buildings Department, Fire Services Department,
Planning  Department, Lands Department,
Environmental Protection Department, The Police
Force, Labour Department, Electrical and
Mechanical Services Department, Home Affairs
Department etc.

Role 3: Contractors and Consultants
Professional and experienced contractors in
different workmanship includes but not limited to
builders, carpenters, Registered Minor Works
Contractors, Registered Electrical  Workers,
Registered Fire Services Installation Contractors and
Registered Specialist Contractors etc. Consultants
includes Authorized Person, Registered Structural
Engineer, Licence consultant and MEP consultants.

Pay Attention!
Appoint Registered/Experienced Contractors
for all building and fitting-out works!

Role of the Consultant

What is the “one-stop service”, a slogan for
some contractors? Is it good for start-up
entrepreneurs?

If you are green in food business in Hong Kong, you
may not familiar with the current application
procedures and statutory requirements from the
licensing authority including but not limited to
Buildings Ordinance, Public Health and Municipal
Services Ordinance, Fire Safety (Buildings)
Ordinance, you are highly recommended to appoint
an experienced and independent Licence
Consultant. In the episode “SCOOP”, the Tenant did
not appoint any consultant unfortunately for
overseeing the site conditions before confirmation
and construction of the drainage system.

Licence Consultancy Service is part of
services of Building Surveyors, familiar with
respective regulations and ordinances for
compliance of the statutory requirements.
Independent consultant advises the client to
comply existing regulations, minimize the
risks in terms of monetary and time resources.

IRIEFFE FE#EHE ©2023 FHEEIRMER MIRACLE CONSULTANCY GROUP P.3



Winner or Loser ?

Tell you the trick to minimise
kick-off risks in shop rent for
food business from the view of
Licence Consultant

Start-up Feature

Licence Consultancy Service is part of
services of Building Surveyors, familiar with
respective regulations and ordinances for
compliance of the statutory requirements.
Independent Consultant advises the client to
comply existing regulations, minimize the
risks in terms of monetary and time
resources.

Licence consultancy service is a service comprising
three stages:

1. Preliminary Services

Preliminary services is a preliminary assessment of the
potential shop to rent including a site visit reviewing the
building plans and the land use. Licence Consultant shall
provide recommendations on the land use and buildings
conditions at the preliminary stage.

2. Before Commencement of Interior Design and
Fitting-out Works

Licence consultant provides a feasible layout plan for
interior designer/contractor to develop drawings from
the sketch.

3. Licence Application

The Licence Consultant prepares application and layout
plan on behalf of the Tenant (“The Applicant”) and
coordinates with different government departments. A
Project Manager shall be appointed for closely monitor
the work program. As a qualifed consultant, one may
advise the Applicant to comply with the statutory
requirements. In the episode, the Building Surveyor was
interviewed and addressed the illegal drainage system. If
the Tenant appointed an independent consultant,
unapproved works may be reduced. The impact to the
licence application shall be minimized. Separate
appointment of contractor and consultant can protect
the interests of The Applicant.

There are different contractual relationship between the
Applicant appointing The Consultant (Picture 1-1) and
the Contractor appointing The Consultant (Picture 1-2).

Recommendations :
MIRACLE Consultancy Group Limited  [fI%]3

MIRACLE Consultancy Group is a consultancy firm,
providing multidisciplinary consultancy services, with
over 1,000 cases in near three decades. Our Surveyor
Team incorporating  buildings, development
experience of HOCARE, is practical in the industry for
Entertainment, Amusement permits, Food Business
Licences / Permits and Clubhouse or Hotel licences.

Clients include M Plus Museum (West Kowloon
Cultural District Authority), Hong Kong Arts
Development Council, The Hong Kong Jockey Club,
Alibaba Tmall Online Platform, City University of
Hong Kong, CLP Properties, Developers, Properties
Investors and F&B Group.

MIRACLE Consultancy Group Limited is one of
founding members of Hong Kong Institute of Licence
Consultants (HKILC) and consecutive awardee for the
Privacy Friendly Award of Office of the Privacy
Commissioner for Personal Data of Hong Kong (PCPD)
for 2021 and 2023.

Picture 1-1:

MIRACLE
Tenant/ Independent
Applicant

Consultant

Contractor

Picture 1-2:

Tenant/
Applicant

MIRACLE

Contractor Consultant

IRIEFFE FE#EHE ©2023 FHEEIRMER MIRACLE CONSULTANCY GROUP P.4
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It is our pleasure to be a
consecutive awardee for Privacy
Friendly Awards organised by
Office of the Privacy Commissioner
for Personal Data Hong Kong
(PCPD). We are pleased to meet
Ms. Ada CHUNG Lai-Ling, the
Privacy Commissioner for Personal
Data, Hong Kong for the award
presentation in August 2023. Our
company is committed to the
Privacy Management Program angd
our policy to protect, the personal
data of the applicant from
consultancy services in licensing,
lands administration, and business. L
FATO - RS

‘éﬁﬂz WINNING LIST AND BROCHURE
i Scan QR code for Winning List and Brochure
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General Restaurant Licence
Factory Canteens only
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Source: Hong Kong Fire Services Department

Q: Cookie, what fire safety conditions should
I comply with selling seasonal hot pot (e.g.
Lamb Brisket Stew) for food warming at my
restaurant?

Fire safety conditions for compliance in using
portable stoves for temporary or occasional hot
pot/ food warming/ flambéing in seating
accommodation of licenced general restaurants
/ factory canteens are in placed taken effect
from 1/10/2009. Approved fuels are practically
adopted as follows:

» Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)

» Specified Fuels (methanol/methyl alcohol )

or (ethanol/ehtyl alcohol)
« Electricity

Table 1 illustrates the fire safety conditions for
various fuels for wusing portable stoves.
Consultant Cookie loves Lamb Brisket Stew and
I recommend that using electricity for food
warming is safe to minimise the risk of fire
hazard. Portable electrical stoves which are
fitted with a 13A 3-rectangular-pin fused plug
complying with BS 1363 Part 1 shall be used in
the seating accommodation. Design of the
electric stoves shall comply with the IEC 60335-
2-9 standard or equivalent safety standards.

Also, good food hygiene practices are also
important!

« Cooked and raw food for hot pot shall be
served to customers by separate utensils.

« No frying/grilling/roasting of food shall be
allowed in the seating accommodation and

o Adequate ventilation shall be provided to
seating accommodation at all times and to
ensure that there is adequate fresh air during
the operation.

IRIEFRE FABEH ©2023 SEEEMEBR MIRACLE CONSULTANCY GROUP P.6
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Table 1: The fire safety conditions for compliance in using different fuels of portable stoves

FRAHRE

Using LPG Cassette

REARIEY
BEEER
Using Specific Fuels

BEFAPN S OB E BRI B ERE Keep Clear Passsgeways to all exits

IEENREERE, UREFHRRUERAR, SR T8 LB ARSI THEEER
Stoves shall be of such a design that the whole set-up will not be overturned when temporary or
occasional hot pot / food warming / flambeing is in progress

BRFrRYEE (I 7B A A S A O
Two or more exits shall be provided at the seating
accommodation of the premises

FMEEECARIIE BB ES
No lighted stoves are allowed to be carried around in
the seating accommodation

ERXZEFHERSENERRE/ IREE, 74 r{EREU
BxREETERY LB LEREA
Only be used in the seating accommodation of
general restaurants / factory canteens installed with

= Jg_ = an automatic sprinkler system

EEERBEFTERY E’J*%%H.LF‘QEEEEE’JP@H wE
25 RrE M FRAMARE, UMHBEREER: @ 8 100
THARBERE—ERNE; K (b) @Faﬁﬁﬁ%/al%ﬁlﬁﬂ’\]
PERZEEEINK E — R fE
Portable type 2.5 kg dry powder fire extinguisher(s)
(FE) shall be provided at prominent locations in the
seating accommodation of a sprinklered premises
for ready use: (a) one FE per area of 100 m2 ; and (b)
one additional FE for each VIP/partitioned room

TS TE BB fE RV (i R (£ P
LPG shall not be used in the seating
accommodation on the basement storey

BRFrRYEE (U 7R A ME s ZEH O
Two or more exits shall be provided at the seating
accommodation of the premises

FMEEECARAIE R EUBES
No lighted stoves are allowed to be carried around in
the seating accommodation

MMIERRERE LMK, MEARBIRE, LFKR
TIEREANAERII TS
No fuels other than the specified types shall be used.
The fuel shall be properly labelled and stored away
from heat and ignition source

EREI RSN E 25 A FRE AR, L
HMEEREMA . () ERRBBRBRAGNEFSE 100 75
KERE—ERAE,; O BEZBHTRASNETS
50 FHKREARE—ERAE; K () BEEER B[R
BYFs BIZRERSMNK E — (B A
Portable type 2.5kg dry powder fire extinguisher(s) (FE)
shall be provided at prominent locations in the seating
accommodation for ready use in the following scale:
(a) one FE per area of 100 m2 for sprinklered premises;
(b) one FE per area of 50 m2 for non-sprinklered
premises; and (c) one additional FE for each
VIP/partitioned room

WRSFIRIER /A8, A RS, BERSESR (K
ARERB BRI R Z /T, MR,

The stoves must be extinguished/ cooled down
before fuel containers are removed from the stoves
for replacement, refill or disposal in sealed non-

combustible container to avoid any leakage.

Source: Hong Kong Fire Services Department & Food and Environmental Hygiene Department

WRiZFrE FAE5HEHE ©2023 FHEFERSERE MIRACLE CONSULTANCY GROUP
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Owner and contractor fined for installing photovoltaic
system violating requirements for greemn and amenity
facilities in New Territories Exempted Houses

2028F9R, —BEEZN—RBAEBNMEESR, APANKRELESEFENS
HtERRAET, ERTEKGRRACARS, ER (BEMEH) (5123
B), ARAERREESRENESHERERFIEIREH_R -8 =T 7.
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BHEREERAET, EELRARFIRFMASGETZEYIE, Bk (ERYEF
) w14 (1) 1%, EFEARE (ZEMIFH) $F40 (1AA) FEEEMA
B b,

An owner and a contractor, and his director who had carried out building
works for the installation of an unauthorised photovoltaic (PV) system without
prior approval and consent in writing from the Buildings Department (BD),
were found guilty of the offence under the Buildings Ordinance (BO) (Cap.
123) and were fined a total of $22,000 at the Fanling Magistrates' Courts in
Sept 2023.

The case involved the installation of an unauthorised PV system on the roof of
a New Territories Exempted House (NTEH) in Hang Tau, North.
Investigations by the BD in July 2022 found that the owner concerned, shortly
after complying with a removal order against an unauthorised roof-top
structure, erected a PV system on the roof with a coverage area of more than
50 per cent of the roofed-over area of the building, and the space underneath
the PV system was partially enclosed by windows, violating the requirements
for green and amenity facilities in an NTEH. In addition, the owner and the
contractor and his director had carried out the building works without prior
approval and consent from the BD, contravening section 14(1) of the BO.

MESIMNaERREERYESRNRG

Relaxing the Restrictions on Food Items Sold by Light
Refreshment Restaurants under the New Regulatory Regime

H2023F3A1HE, REMEERRE, HiEE VRN AHEY TR LR,
EHEET, NEREEX LITESEAEENRY), ERNERARR—RBRER/, RE
REE, ALITERMRARBENAEEEASHENZTRALR (WkE. B & [
A (R EERIERRE) ), EARTASETZANEARY), FIiAm. SR, Bk
BE, UMRBIREGHENBEERS,

From 1 March 2023, an Light Refreshment Restaurant (LRR) can basically sell
any food item under new regime. LRRs only allow to adopt simple cooking
methods [(e.g. boiling, stewing, steaming, braising and simple frying
(excluding deep frying and stir frying)] that do not generate a large amount of
greasy fumes will be permitted during food preparation. No cooking or food
re-heating activities (e.g. hotpot, Teppanyaki or Korean style BBQs) are
allowed in the seating area, so as to safeguard environmental hygiene and
safety of patrons.

WRiEFRE F1B3EH ©2023 FHEEERFER MIRACLE CONSULTANCY GROUP
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WSD registered consumer
convicted of overcharging
subdivided unit tenant for
water

2023F 98, —RKBENEMARER
HEIESHEABEBUKE, BR OKBRIER
B (CRBEIY) AT, TERIFERFER
AR =IEEIE, =38 5IEIFR1,0007T.
1,5007t%1,0007T, HEHIESI
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REWIKER, BEfHFEIEEHLERF.
ABEFESEARMEE], KBEEGHRR
Tzt 8 T EEBIIKERNKERE, 75
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BRE+ I ARRENAKE, &IE5]
B9 (RREI) FATERE, BKIRPBIEE
MAR (BEAXEIHER) RAEHE
FREVIEAA (BEAMER) WESEEK
BERIKE, SxfARREAAKEE
ERBRLEEE, MEEE REREH
#10,0007T,

In Sept 2023, a Water Supplies
Department (WSD) registered consumer
was convicted of overcharging her
subdivided unit (SDU) tenant for water,
in contravention of regulation 47 of the
Waterworks Regulations (WWR). The
defendant pleaded guilty to three counts
of offences at the Fanling Magistrates'
Courts and was fined $1,000, $1,500 and
$1,000 for each contravention for a total
fine of $3,500. The WSD has launched a
scheme and streamlined procedures to
help landlords install separate water
meters for SDUs. To encourage
landlords' participation in the scheme,
payment of the water fee deposit and the
charge for providing a meter for each
separate water meter installed under the
scheme will be waived. Every such water
meter account will have a separate water
bill for paying the water charge, and the
first 12 cubic metres of water consumed
for each four-month period will be free
of charge.

According to the amended regulation 47
of the WWR, the registered consumer of
the water account (usually the landlord) is
only allowed to recover from the
occupants of the premises (usually the
tenants) the water charge paid to the
WSD. If the amount recovered exceeds
the water charge paid to the WSD, the
registered consumer shall be guilty of an
offence and be liable to a maximum fine
of $10,000.
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Highlights of 2023

REFRESHEZEEXEREREE

We have a fruitful year in participation from various fields of professionalism.

151'..

BUILDING I SILIENCE-
BOOSTING ( OL TIC
 BOOSTING . JLLABORATION|

£ /START-UP

FHZEZEHA From left to right )

(1) HEEBIE T ASIFER I — 73 BAF A S S B L 7 ZE1BBS,
MH, JPEHRR

Attended Flag-raising Ceremony on 26th anniversary of HKSAR
Establishment Day, photo with Dr. Allen Shi Lop-tak, BBS, MH, JP
HEHKTDC A2 H20231 SRR AE GBS, JPEHR

Attended HKTDC Entrepreneur Day 2023, photo with Mr. Gregory So
Kam-leung

(3) HifE2023E RIS TIE N ERER R BILT HEE BEEMAITEIPER
Attended 2023 International Theatre Engineering & Architecture
Conference: Hong Kong, photo with Mr. Kenneth Fok Kai-kong, JP, the
Guest Speaker

(4) HEEBEAERTAEEERNE (PCPD) S (FAREZ RETi%2023)
NEAE BB EAAA PR S EE R A T NERE T EERAEMHEER

Attended Award Presentation of Privacy Friendly Awards 2023
organised by Office of the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data
Hong Kong (PCPD), photo with Ms. Ada Chung Lai-ling, Privacy
Commisioner and Mr. Joseph LIN Ho-man, MH

(5) BMMESEEAES S RS RS S B ES RN T ERE LI N EEAERE
K TBBHRREEESR

Attended Insight Forum of Our Hong Kong Foundation(OHKF), photo with
Mr. Eric Ng, Chief Executive Officer of Happiness Capital and Dr. Jane Lee,
the President of OHKF

(6) HEEERBR G RN R ER BRI N EER RS T T FEMERAE
=yt

Attended the Thematic Talk organised by Construction Industry Council
(CIC), photo with Sr. Eddie Lam, Chairperson of Repair, Maintenance,
Alteration and Addition of CIC

(7) BBANRABE IR L EERNE

Visited Yakult Food Factory at the Tai Po Industrial Estate

Thematicylalkion - W) EED V
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Integrated Consultancy Service for Investors, Owners,

Tenants of properties :

A) AI1TIEsHEARES

Feasibility Study Service:

I E S EEZRETO T
i, BEXRHER, RESELSZR
mE P PIrEEEE,

We provide assessment on your
property and propose you
appropriate options for
compliance from planning
department, lands department,
buildings department.

e ——— =

(%, J28730018 (Ms Ma) |8

B ) {EZ=ERERRTS

Case Follow-Up Service:

1) HMRERZF LEAERABUEEPT. 0. M
REEHBENER,

2) BOWMTER, RERZURNSHIBELE
Z N ABRABATF RPN E K,

3) {EZ=ER

1) Represent the client for coordination with
relevent government departments to follow
up subject case.

2) Propose feasible options for certain
compliances of the subject case.

3) Case follow up.

e ———— .
P.10
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@ LS EMRNGE!  When you pass by
RedBhEEZf 2 E5E Queen Victoria Street
B, 21841681 4H in Central, don’t miss
5 S T T 5 — o 0 L+ the historical land lot
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which was the one of 50
lots of land sold at the
first government land

auction on 14 June 1841.
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Licensing Consultancy Service: CLP Pulse ( No.147 Argyle Street, Kowloon )

The Clock Tower was named as Grade 1 historic building and revitalised for a museum from a CLP
Headquaters. Opens for public in May 2023 which showcases the CLP ‘s remarkable achievement of
the past and future development of electricity with multi-media exhibitions.

AARHRERYEEFEALE,
BARNEREAGRERENE [EEEHTEHE) §8, Privacy-Friendly Awards
We protect and respect personal data of our client. We are an \ ’ ) B2 R FEsTR
Or'gamsatlonal. M.ember of the Data Protection Officer Club of T s

Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data, Hong Kong (PCPD). Privacy-Friendly Awards
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% E5EEA Disclaimer

HHEMEEERAE (G TAQ5)) SEURESNARAARATREERNER, OEEERGERREEELZER. WAATIFHER, BRENESIESE, UARZIEAEMIGHIRERRE
%, TABFERAMEXER, SEERERAEREREE, NEERRNE, F2HEBEMEMSEAEEAL. FAARNERREIMSNATD B ERERRTRER, TFAERES D UEFMRES
B, FPRRRIRREEETS | REMERNRRARRTGE, SARHFERE, TAEEHEMARH. RENHNARRRRES, SERAARNMALZ MHERM) RREXEHM.

The magazine is not a legal advice. MIRACLE Consultancy Group Limited (“MCG") endeavors to offer the most updated information to the public during the preparation of this magazine.
Nevertheless, inadvertent errors in information may occur. In particular but without limiting anything here, “MCG" and its associated companies disclaim any responsibility and accept no
liability for any direct or indirect loss or damage arising from any inaccuracies, omissions or typographical errors that may be contained on the magazine. We also do not warrant the accuracy,
completeness or timeliness for purpose of the information impacting on site selection, licence application and fitting out issue. Readers are recommended to seek legal adviser or professionals
for your individual cases. If you are in doubt about the contents please send your comments and/or suggestions to us through our Contact Us form.
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